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At that moment a hunter passing through the
forest heard her cries of distress and with an
arrow from his bow killed the snake and set the
princess free. With graceful words and queenly
gesture Damayanti thanked him and quickly went on
her way again pursuing her desperate search. The
hunter warned her of wild beasts, and the warning filled
her heart with terror lest her lord should have already
become the prey of some of them. For herself she
had little fear, and indeed it seemed as if her unselfish
love was a greater protection to her than a legion of
armed men ; for she stepped out with such confidence
and bore herself with such a queenly grace that the
fiercest beasts of that dark forest dared not venture
near her. And ever as she went onward she called
upon her lost one in the hope that he might hear and
come to her once again. But there was no sound
in reply, and only the growls and cries of hungry wild
beasts broke the silence of the forest.

All at once Damayanti came face to face with a
prowling tiger. " I'll speak with him/7 she said to
herself, " and ask him whether he has seen my prince.
And if he has not seen him, perhaps he will put an
end to my misery." So she spoke in gentle accents
to the fierce beast, which turned as if stricken with
awe and wonder, and made his way through the tall
grasses to the river, which shone in the sunlight
through the reeds.

Then the  princess  sank upon  her knees  and